House of Akasha

Our Mission:
To establish an organization based
on the tenants of Celtic Spirituality,
committed to worship, fellowship
and service to the community.

CREED

House of Akasha resolves to be

A Beacon of Nature in an urban sea

Stout of purpose, with open minds

We build our connection to the Divine

As Goddess and God in realms beyond

We honor the Celtic pantheon

The Moon does mark our holy times

As does the Sun and Nature’s rhymes

We worship ‘neath the Universe Tree

A living web of connectivity

We live our lives purposefully

Through work and play and charity

And understand, through web or tree,

All ye do comes back to thee

We weigh our actions, long and well

And pay the toll when tolls the bell

We welcome those with open mind,

On this, our journey to the Divine.

By-Laws


ARTICLE I Membership


Section 1. Admission into membership.

Application for membership. 

A written application for membership shall be placed with the Chancellor or the secretary of the council. Applications need only state the name by which the member wishes to be known and acceptance of the constitution, by-laws, and basic statement of faith and spiritual principles of the House of Akasha. Before application can be processed all applicants are required to attend at least two (2) rituals, gatherings, meetings, etc… in order to meet other members.
Reception of new members. 

New members of the House of Akasha shall be welcomed at the next service and shall make public statement of their acceptance of the principles of the House of Akasha as a guide to live by.
Classes of membership.
Officers and members of council of the House of Akasha or any congregation of the House of Akasha will be known as House of Akasha Elders. Elders of the church are charged with the overall business management of the House of Akasha under the leadership of the Chancellor. The spiritual and educational needs of the membership are attending by the Clergy known as Priest or Priestess who are ordained in accord with the provisions of these by-laws. From among the Clergy, the council will appoint one Priest and one Priestess to serve the congregation at the discretion of the council in the position of High Priest and High Priestess. Together the High Priestess and High Priest are known as the senior clergy, each equally responsible for the spiritual and educational needs of the congregation and community. All members in good standing may be voted into any office of the House of Akasha in accord with the provisions of these by-laws.
Membership Dues
All member dues are $120.00 a year or $10.00 per month. If paid in advance Member Dues are $100.00 for the year. Payment must be made in full to receive discount. If dues are not paid for 2-months/60 days membership will be made inactive. If debt is not reconciled in 1-month/30 days the offender will then be removed from membership. If such occurrence should occur, member has the option to re-file application.
Section 2. Children of members.
Children of the members of the House of Akasha and its constituency shall be nurtured under its spiritual care when so desired by the child. At the age of 16 children may apply for membership with the sponsorship of a guardian or parent. Applicants 18 or over may apply without sponsorship.
Section 3. Responsibility of membership.  
All members accept responsibility for their own actions. Members respect the faith of all people and the right of all to choose a path, which is correct for them.


Section 4. Discipline.
Negligent members. 
Members who willfully neglect their duties as outlined in Section 3 above shall be admonished by the council. If this admonition is not heeded, they shall be dealt with as erring members.

Member conduct.
Member conduct that brings discredit on the House of Akasha shall be counseled. If he or she does not heed this counsel, the matter shall be brought to the attention of the council. If he or she fails to heed the counsel of the council, the issue may be brought before a congregational business meeting. Appropriate action shall then be taken with due regard for the welfare of the individual as well as the House of Akasha.
C) Dismissal of members.
Dismissal of a member under paragraphs a) and b) of this section must be acted on by the House of Akasha, which alone has the authority. A two-thirds vote of those present and voting at a council of Elders meeting is necessary for such action.
D) Forfeiture of rights.
A member who has been properly dismissed from the House of Akasha, or has withdrawn membership has forfeited all rights and privileges of membership in the House of Akasha.
E) Non-active members.
The House of Akasha council shall have the responsibility of contacting non-active members prior to each annual meeting to determine their intention with regard to membership. Further action may be taken at the annual meeting. All members of the House of Akasha are required to attend formal functions of the House of Akasha at least 51% of the year.  
Section 5. Removal of membership.
Request for withdrawal from membership in the House of Akasha shall be made in writing to the chancellor or the council. All requests for removal from membership of any member will be verified with the member and will be so honored. Membership may also be withdrawn from non-active members who have not had contact with the House of Akasha for a period greater than fifty one percent of one year, per section 4e above.
Section 6. Nonmember friends.
The House of Akasha as a part of its total constituency shall enroll nonmember friends. The House of Akasha and its clergy shall serve them in all of their spiritual needs, and they shall be encouraged to consider this as their home congregation. They shall be kept informed of the activities of the House of Akasha.

ARTICLE II Clergy


Section 1. Qualifications.
The clergy of the House of Akasha shall include those members that have studied within the House of Akasha for a period of one year and one day, or whose experience, within the House of Akasha or as an individual, is deemed by the council to be sufficient, and have accepted a calling to the clergy. On request of any member of the House of Akasha that meets that requirement, the Chancellor or the council may give an examination. Such examination may be written or oral and may include any such material as the council may from time to time establish as requisite knowledge of the clergy of the House of Akasha. Any member requesting admission to the clergy that does not meet the requirements of the examination will be guided and aided by the Chancellor until they are accepted. They shall by virtue of their call be members of the House of Akasha and will be known as Priest or Priestess.
Section 2. Duties.
The clergy shall be devoted to the service of the House of Akasha, teaching what they know, administering ceremony, and faithfully giving themselves to the needs of the House of Akasha. They shall provide the House of Akasha with an accurate record of their ministerial acts and present a written report to the congregational annual business meeting. They shall practice good administrative procedures and cooperate with the House of Akasha council. They shall be ex officio members of the council and all committees of the House of Akasha. All clergy of the House of Akasha are expected to perform those rites and services normally expected of ministers whenever asked to do so.


Section 3. Co-operation.
The clergy shall, both in word and precept, work in harmony with the Chancellor, the council, and the membership of the House of Akasha.
Section 4. Ordination.
The clergy shall be ordained at a regular or special House of Akasha business meeting, the purpose of which shall be announced two weeks in advance. The clergy shall be nominated and accepted by council.
Section 5. Charges against a Priest or Priestess.
Charges against a clergyman shall be submitted in writing to the House of Akasha council, charging a clergyman with indiscretion, immorality, doctrinal error, unethical behavior, or disloyalty to the House of Akasha. If in the judgment of the House of Akasha council there is substance to the charges, the council will offer a hearing where the accused and accuser may state their points. Once each case is stated, the accused and the accuser and any available witnesses or testimony is heard; the Council will make a decision regarding what action to take. The decision of the council will be final.

ARTICLE III Officers


Section 1. Qualifications.
Officers of the House of Akasha shall be members in good standing who are active in the support of the total works of the House of Akasha. They shall serve both as corporate officers of the House of Akasha and of the House of Akasha council.
Section 2. Duties.
A) Chancellor.
The chancellor shall preside at all business meetings of the House of Akasha and of the council. The chancellor shall take care to confer with the senior clergy in preparing the agenda for such meetings, and to utilize the counsel that the clergy may give by virtue of training, experience, and calling. The chancellor shall be responsible for leadership of services.
B) Vice-chancellor
The vice-chancellor shall assume the duties of the chancellor in his or her absence, assist in his or her duties, and undertake other tasks as assigned by the chair, the council, or the clergy.
C) Secretary.
The secretary shall keep and preserve the minutes of all congregational business meetings of the House of Akasha and meetings of the council, and shall conduct and preserve all official correspondence as shall be delegated. The secretary shall also be responsible for the documents of House of Akasha as well as the records of membership.
D) Treasurer.
The treasurer shall be responsible for all funds committed to him or her and shall make disbursements as authorized by the House of Akasha or the council. The treasurer shall also present a written report of the receipts and expenditures to each regular meeting of the council and to each congregational business meeting.
Section 3. Election and tenure.
The chancellor, vice-chancellor, secretary, and treasurer shall be elected at an annual congregational business meeting for terms of three years. They shall not be elected to serve more than three consecutive full terms in the same office.
Section 4. Vacancies.
Such vacancies as occur among the House of Akasha officers may be filled by appointment of the chancellor, with the concurrence of the council. The appointee will serve until the next annual congregational business meeting; if an un-expired term continues beyond the date of that meeting, the position will be filled by election as under Section 3 above. Such appointive service will not disqualify a person from serving two full terms under the terms of Section 3.
Section 5. Discipline.
Should an officer neglect his or her duties or become a hindrance to the works of the House of Akasha, that officer shall be admonished by the council and/or the chancellor in a manner consistent with Article I, Section 4 of these bylaws. Should such admonition not be heeded, a vote of two-thirds of the council, with the concurrence of the senior clergy, will be sufficient to remove that person from office, the vacancy to be filled as under Section 4 above.

ARTICLE IV Church Council


Section 1. Qualifications
Members of the council shall be members in good standing who are active in the total works of the House of Akasha.
Section 2. Size, composition, election, and tenure.
The council shall consist of up to thirteen (13) members, not including the clergy, who are ex-officio members. Those members shall include the House of Akasha officers, elected in accordance with Article III, Section 3 of these bylaws, and other members, elected as the chairs of administrative committees as defined elsewhere in these bylaws. Members shall serve for terms of three years in such a manner that the terms of approximately one-third of the members shall expire each year. They shall not be elected to more than two consecutive full terms.
Section 3. Founders

The initial Officers of the Board of Directors shall be known as the Founders.  Founders’ appointment to the Board shall be for the duration of their lives or until such time when a Founder wished to be removed from the Board by written request.  The Founders’ placements as an officer are subject to the term limitations as specified in Article III, Section 3.

Section 4. Duties.
The council in its administrative responsibility in co-operation with the clergy shall fulfill the functions defined by the constitution and bylaws, including the following:
A) Supervise House of Akasha membership, in conjunction with the senior clergy.
B) Assist the clergy in nurturing the spiritual life of the House of Akasha, in cooperation with the chair of the council.
C) Establish administrative and program policies in conformity with the spirit of the House of Akasha constitution.
D) Evaluate the total House of Akasha program on a continuing basis.
E) Recommend the annual budget, as proposed by the executive committee, and review stewardship opportunities for the House of Akasha.
F) Review and approve the schedule of the House of Akasha activities and personnel.
G) Appoint administrative committees and House of Akasha workers as defined by the bylaws and as the council may deem appropriate.
Section 5. Administrative committees.
Implementation of policies and programs established by congregational or council action may be accomplished through the following administrative committees, each of whose chairs shall be a member of the council as established under Section 2 above:
A) Finance Committee.  
B) Community Service / Outreach Committee.
The council member who serves as chair of a committee assumes responsibility for directing all congregational activities that fall within that functional category, in cooperation with the clergy.

Section 6. Attendance

Board members are required to attend 70% of the scheduled meetings.  Board members and Officers are allowed four misses with in a calendar year without penalty.  If unable to attend a meeting, board members should contact the other members and attempt to reschedule the meeting when everyone can be present. Board members, non officers, are allowed to have another House of Akasha member to substitute their place at a board meeting if still unable to attend meeting.


ARTICLE V Committees


Section 1. Executive committee.
The executive committee, consisting of the House of Akasha chancellor, the vice chancellor, the secretary, and the treasurer, together with the senior clergy, shall strive to promote effective working relations and communication in the House of Akasha. The committee shall have no legislative power, but shall function in an advisory capacity to the council, unless the council or the House of Akasha shall have assigned specific responsibilities to it. Additional responsibilities include:
A) Annually formulate, update, and/or revise a five-year plan for the House of Akasha, presenting a report and plan to the congregation for its review and approval at the annual meeting or at a special meeting that has been called for the purpose.
B) After such approval has been obtained, annually prepare an implementation strategy for the then-current five-year plan, delivering it to the semi-annual meeting of the church for its review and concurrence.
C) Provide advice and support to the council and to the other committees of the House of Akasha, which shall have the responsibility for implementation; and incorporate into each subsequent review of the five-year plan such changes as have been deemed necessary or undertaken by those other committees.
Section 2. Nominating committee.
The nominating committee shall consist of not less than three (3) members, including at least one member of the House of Akasha council and one non-member of the council. These members shall be elected at a business meeting at least three (3) months prior to the annual meeting. The senior clergy shall be ex-officio members of the committee. After being convened by the House of Akasha chancellor, committee members shall elect their own chair and secretary. The responsibility of the committee shall include the following:
A) Prepare a ballot for the annual meeting of the congregation listing at least one qualified candidate for each office to be filled.
B) Confirm the willingness of each candidate to serve before listing his or her name on the ballot.
C) Present a complete ballot to the annual meeting of the congregation. This shall constitute completion of the committee assignment; 
specific responsibilities are given at said annual meeting.
Section 3. Special committees and task forces.
Special committees or task forces for specific purposes may be appointed by any duly constituted business meeting of the congregation or by the council according to need, but shall be automatically terminated at the next annual meeting unless specifically extended by said annual meeting.


ARTICLE VI Meetings


Section 1. Public services.
Public services shall be conducted regularly when deemed appropriate.
Section 2. Celebrating the Sabbats and Esbats
The congregation of the House of Akasha will come together as a whole on each of the Sabbats for the purpose of celebrating the day. The residing clergy is charged with planning the location, activities and liturgy of the celebration. The celebration of Esbats will also be determined by the clergy and will occur approximately once a month.
Section 3. Congregational business meetings.
Congregational business meetings shall be held regularly and not less than semiannually, as specified in Article VIII of the constitution. The chancellor of the House of Akasha in consultation may call special business meetings with the senior clergy or by the council.
Section 4. House of Akasha council and administrative meetings.
Regular meetings of the council shall be held not less than monthly. Administrative committees, special committees, and task forces shall meet not less than at a frequency specified by the council. Their respective chairs may call special meetings of the council, the executive committee, the administrative committees, and the task forces.


Section 5. Organizational meetings.
Meetings and activities of the organizations of the House of Akasha shall be planned and conducted regularly under the direction and supervision of the council.

ARTICLE VII General Provisions


Section 1. Quorum.
A) Sixty percent of the membership present and voting at a business meeting properly called shall constitute a quorum.
B) The quorum for the council, committee, and task force meetings shall be a sixty percent majority of their respective memberships.


ARTICLE VIII Property

Section 1. Dissolution

In the event of dissolution, all House of Akasha assets will be equally distributed between the ASPCA and Humane Society.

ARTICLE IX Amendments


Section 1. Amendments.
Amendments to these bylaws not in conflict with the constitution may be adopted at any regular congregational business meeting, or at a special business meeting called for that purpose, by a two-thirds vote of the members present and voting, providing that such amendments have been presented in writing to the council and at a preceding regular congregational business meeting.

Constitution

ARTICLE I Name
The name of this church shall be the House of Akasha.

ARTICLE II Affiliation
The House of Akasha is not affiliated with any governing religious body. The House of Akasha will always strive to cooperate with others of like or different faith while maintaining its privilege of self-rule.

ARTICLE III Confession of Faith
The House of Akasha believes in the right of all to seek and follow that which is right in their own faith. The House of Akasha holds faith in such necessary corollaries and axioms as the Druidic Path entails.

ARTICLE IV Mission Statement
To Establish an organization based on the tenets of Celtic Spirituality, committed to worship, fellowship and service to the community.

ARTICLE V Membership
Membership into the House of Akasha is granted to all who are approved by a body of House of Akasha Elders.

ARTICLE VI Officers
The officers of the House of Akasha shall be a chancellor, a vice-chancellor, a secretary, and a treasurer.

ARTICLE VII House of Akasha Council
Section 1. The general administration of the House of Akasha shall be vested in a body known as the House of Akasha Council. In circumstances or where law requires action(s) by "Trustees" the council shall be known as "the Board of Trustees" and the members of it as "trustees."
Section 2. The council shall consist of up to thirteen (13) members, as specified in the bylaws, including the High Priest and High Priestess.
Section 3. The council shall organize itself including the election of House of Akasha officers in a manner specified in the bylaws.

ARTICLE VIII Business Meetings
Section 1. Regular business meetings shall be held at stated intervals, but not less than semiannually. The annual business meeting shall be held as near to Samhain as feasible. At the annual meeting, written progress reports shall be submitted by the High Priest, High Priestess, and by each committee of the House of Akasha. The treasurer for the House of Akasha and each of its organizations shall submit financial reports. Officers of the committees for the ensuing year shall be elected by ballot quarterly.
Section 2. Members shall be informed of all House of Akasha business meetings not less than one week prior to the meeting. Such information shall include the date, time of meeting, and an agenda of business to be transacted.

ARTICLE IX Property
In the event of dissolution, all House of Akasha assets will be equally distributed between the ASPCA and the Humane Society.


ARTICLE X Amendments
Amendments in harmony with this constitution and not in conflict with the House of Akasha principles and practices, may be adopted by a two-thirds vote of those present and voting in an annual meeting of the House of Akasha, providing the proposed amendment was presented in written form at the preceding business meeting.
Recognized Founders:

Sarah McDavid

518 S Elm Street

Greensboro NC 27406

Allen McDavid

518 S Elm Street

Greensboro NC 27406

JD Walker

PO Box 1652

Asheboro NC 27204

Jessica Cress

846 W Bessemer Ave

Greensboro NC 27408

Paul Scesa

PO Box 624

Stokesdale NC 27357

House of Akasha Membership Application

Thank you for you interest in becoming a member of the House of Akasha. Please take a few moments to complete this form and turn it into a Membership Committee or Board Member as soon as you can so that we can make sure your experience with House of Akasha is as fulfilling as possible.


We take privacy very seriously. At NO times will any of the following information be shared outside the Church Administration without your express written consent.


Full Name:________________________________Preferred Name:______________________________

Craft Name (If applicable):_______________________________________________________________

Street Address:_______________________________________________________________________

City:___________________________________________State:________Zip Code:_________________

Home Phone:(_____)_______________
__  Alternate Phone (cell/work) :(_____)____________________

Email Address:________________________________________________________________________

Do you have family members who are members of the House of Akasha? Yes_____ No_____

Birthday:________/________/________

Current Age:______________

How long have you studied/practiced Wicca or paganism? (Years/Months) ________/________

How do you currently practice? (Ex: Solitary, Dyad, Coven, etc…) ​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________

Have you ever officially achieved a rank (with a coven or through HP or HPS)? Yes______ No______

How would you primarily describe your spiritual path? (Ex: Celtic, Norse, Greek, Roman, Asatru, etc…)

____________________________________________________________________________________

Do you accept the tenants of the House of Akasha as stated in the Constitution and Bylaws? 

Yes ______ No ______

Would you be willing to help on one of the House of Akasha’s committees? Yes _____ No _____

What do you hope to achieve through membership with the House of Akasha? _____________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Is there anything else you would like to share with the council? _________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

All Applications will be reviewed and either approved or disapproved at each board meeting. We will let you know of your standing ASAP!

Thank you!

The Council of Elders


Council Use Only:
Date Received: ________________ Initials: __________________

Approved (Y/N): ________________________

Esbats and Sabbaths

Esbats and Sabbaths are our special days. They are marked by solar events and cross quarters as described in histories and lunar cycles. The dates are generally selected today based on information provided by almanacs or by NOAA or NASA websites. Lunar cycles are observed within a three-day period at the full moon. Solar cycles and cross quarters (based on research by authors including A.C. Fisher Aldag) include:

Feb. 7 – Oimelc, Imbolg*, La Fheile Brighde

Circa March 21 –Mean Earraigh, Ostara, Alban Eilir
May 6 or 7 – Beltaine, Beltene, Beltine, Cetsamhain

Circa June 21 to 24 – Mean Samraidh, Litha, Mid-Summer, Alban Hefin
August 6 or 7 – Lughnasa, Lunasa, Lughnassadh
Circa Sept. 21 to 23 – Mean Foghamar, Mabon, Autumn Equinox, Alban Elfed
Oct. 31 to Nov. 7 –Samhain, Samhaine, La Samhne, Gam (beginning of winter) 

Circa Dec. 21 – Mean Geimhridh, Yule, Alban Arthan

*Indicates the preferred name as used by House of Akasha

Esbat Ritual

The Esbat Ritual is most often performed at the time of the Full Moon. An Esbat may also be performed at the Dark Moon, for appropriate healing or spell work. The Full Moon ritual honors the Goddess as Mother, open, fertile and bountiful.

To begin:

· If indoors, fumigate the room with appropriate incense. If outdoors, this step is not necessary but may be performed.

· Set up the altar with God/Goddess candles, salt, water, cake and ale, any material needed for ritual work.

· Designated person casts the circle. Once cast, the circle may not be broken without special direction.

· Quarters are called by designated people. Elders or Ancient Ones (also called Guardians) are invited to attend. (See basic calls, next page)

· Spirit is called by designated person.

· God and Goddess are invoked, usually by High Priest and Priestess but this can be delegated to another member of the group.

· If the ritual is for celebration of the Goddess, mediations and prayers are done. If spell work is necessary, energy is raised, and the work is done. Energy is released and participants ground with cake and ale.

To end:

· The High Priestess and Priest will determine if the ritual is complete and the circle is ready to be disbanded.

· Each person who called the Goddess, God, Spirit and Quarters will now in turn thank and release that entity. (See basic release, next page)

· The person who cast the circle will now draw that energy back.

· The High Priestess will release the participants for feast or departure.

Inspiration for this basic Esbat drawn from Scott Cunningham and Raymond Buckland’s works.

Basic calls

To cast a circle:

· Beginning in the appropriate direction (usually north or east) and using a wand, athame, staff or finger, move around the altar in a circle to create an area large enough to accommodate all the participants.

· Draw the circle either deosil or widdershins depending on the work to be done.

· As the circle is drawn chant, “This is the circle we draw tonight. Let nothing but love enter. Let nothing but love leave.” The chant may be modified depending on the work to be done.

· After one complete circuit, stop where the circle began. Continue to chant and draw a circle above and below.

· Once completed, announce to the High Priestess, “This circle is now complete.”

To open a circle:

· Begin at the same point as where the circle was completed. Draw the energy back from below and above, chanting “I draw this energy back to me. This circle is now open.”

· Walk around the circle in the opposite direction used when casting the circle, continuing the chant until back at the beginning.

· Announce to the High Priestess, “This circle is now open but never broken.”

Quarter Calls 

Stand facing the appropriate direction. If possible, light a candle. If not, use a directional hand gesture and say, “Ancient Ones. Spirits of the East  (or the correct direction). We invite you to be with us and ask that you guard this circle tonight. Hail and welcome.”

Quarter Release

Stand facing the appropriate direction. Extinguish the candle. If no candle, use a directional hand gesture and say, “Ancient Ones. Spirits of the East  (or the correct direction). We thank you for being with us and guarding this circle tonight. Stay if you will, leave if you must. Hail and farewell.”

Spirit Call

Stand in the circle, arms upraised and say, “Ancient One. Spirit of Akasha. Spirit of this place.  We invite you to be with us and ask that you guard this circle tonight. Hail and welcome.”

Spirit Release

Stand in the circle, arms upraised and say, “Ancient One. Spirit of Akasha. Spirit of this place.  We thank you for being with us and guarding this circle tonight. Stay if you will, leave if you must. Hail and farewell.”

God Invocation

Stand before the altar candle for the God and say, “Father God. Lord of the wild wood and of the harvest (or appropriate God name if desired) . We invite you to join us in our Full Moon circle  (or name of ritual) tonight. Hail and welcome.” Light the candle.

God Release

Stand before the altar candle for the God and say, “Father God (or appropriate God name if desired). Lord of the wild wood and of the harvest. Thank you for joining us in our Full Moon circle  (or name of ritual) tonight. Stay if you will, go if you must. Hail and farewell.” Extinguish the candle.

Goddess Invocation

Stand before the altar candle for the Goddess and say, “Mother Goddess (or appropriate Goddess name if desired). She from whom all things come. She to whom all must return. We invite you to join us in our Full Moon circle  (or name of ritual) tonight. Hail and welcome.” Light the candle.

Goddess Release

Stand before the altar candle for the God and say, “Mother Goddess (or appropriate Goddess name if desired). She from whom all things come. She to whom all must return. Thank you for joining us in our Full Moon circle  (or name of ritual) tonight. Stay if you will, go if you must. Hail and farewell.” Extinguish the candle.

Sabbath Ritual

Sabbath rituals mark solar and cross quarter cycles. The basic form of the ritual follows that of the Esbat in the casting the circle and calling the quarters, the deities and the Spirit. However, the work to be done in the circle will depend on the Sabbath being observed. Also, the work to be done once the circle is called may be modified as the group sees fit from one cycle to the next. An example of a Samhain ritual follows:

Samhain

CAST THE CIRCLE WITH HERBS, LIME AND CIRCLE

Opening the quarters

CALL EAST

Ancient ones, Ancestors of the East

Sylphs and Airies and Dragons of Peace

Join us, we pray, this sacred night

Pause for a while in your worldly flight

CALL SOUTH

Ancient ones, Ancestors of the South

Salamanders and phoenixes; fiery Dragons all about

Come, as we call this Hallowed Eve

Join our celebration as this magick we weave

CALL WEST

Ancient ones, Ancestors of the West

Nymphs and Undines and Dragons, be our guests

Hear us this night. Heed our calls.

Come to our circle as we bring down the walls

CALL NORTH

Ancient ones, Ancestors of the North

Gnomes and Earth spirits and Dragons come forth

At Full Moon this Samhain and the end of the year

We welcome your presence with nothing to fear

CALL SPIRIT

Spirit of the Universe, reaching to the Stars

Across all boundaries, both near and far

Meet us in our circle. Join us in this space

In this time without time and place without place

CALL GOD

Lord of the day, God of the woods

Father of the fields where the harvest once stood

Come for a moment ‘ere your time to leave

Play once again before your absence we grieve

CALL GODDESS

Lady of the night, Mother of us all

She of the Full Moon, hear our Samhain call

Attend us as we celebrate, unite us as we pray

Lend us your energy to send the Lord on his way

BATTLE OF THE KINGS

CIRCLE DANCE

UNSTRUCTURED TIME FOR PERSONAL WORK

GROUND AND CLOSE

CLOSE GODDESS

Lady of the night, Mother of us all

She of the Full Moon who answered our call

Thank you for coming, pray keep us well

Go if you must. Hail and farewell.

CLOSE GOD

Lord of the day, God of the woods

Father of the fields where the harvest once stood

Time once again to answer summer’s death knell

We know you must go. Hail and farewell.

CLOSE SPIRIT

Spirit of the Universe, reaching to the Stars

Across all boundaries, both near and far

Thank you for empowering our Samhain spells

With love and guidance. Hail and farewell.

CLOSE NORTH

Ancient ones, Ancestors of the North

Gnomes and Earth spirits, Dragons who came forth

Thank you for joining with us tonight

Go if you must, into the velvet night

CLOSE WEST

Ancient ones, Ancestors of the West

Nymphs and Undines and Dragons, our welcomed guests

Thank you for joining with us tonight

Go if you must, ye watery sprites

CLOSE SOUTH

Ancient ones, Ancestors of the South

Salamanders and phoenixes; fiery Dragons all about

Thank you for joining with us tonight

Go if you must on your fiery flight.

CLOSE EAST

Ancient ones, Ancestors of the East

Sylphs and Airies and Dragons of Peace

Thank you for joining with us tonight

Go if you must on your worldly flight.

DEITIES

The Deities honored by the House of Akasha are from the Celtic Pantheon. This is our tradition and is not meant to be interpreted as disrespectful or shunning of other traditions. Participants at ritual may speak to the Deities he or she sees fit to honor. However, in ceremonies held by House of Akasha, it will be understood that Deities of the Celtic Pantheon will be those primarily called upon.

Those Deities (as described by Edain McCoy) include but are not limited to:

Male

· Dagda. Also An Dagda, Daghdha and Dagdae. The Good Father, a provider. Not a supreme deity. Powerful but accessible, enjoys a good joke and is occasionally the subject of them. Dagda offers wisdom, humility, aid to children, fertility, protection, abundance and mental prowess.

· Cuchulain. Warrior. Protector. A strong masculine figure, he teaches perseverance, stamina, and strength and offers protection from negative influences.

· Lugh. The Shining One. Master of all arts. God of sun, light and the grain harvest. Lughnassadh is held in his honor. 

· Cernunnos. The Horned God. Also Herne or Dispater. Lord of fertility and master of the hunt. 

· Manann. Also Mannanan MacLir and Oirbsen. Sea god. God of the Headland. The Isle of Man is named for him. Can aide with astral projection, environmental magick, water spells and weather magick.

Female

· Rhiannon. The Great Queen. Dream goddess and moon deity. She helps us with patience, moon rituals and magick in general.

· Scathach. Also Scathach nUanaind, Scathach Buanand and Skatha. The Shadowed One. Tutored Cuchulain, the Warrior. Battle Goddess. Powerful magician and invincible on the battlefield, she offers protection, skills for fighting and aid to teachers of all types.

· The Morrigan. Also Morrigu. The Triple Goddess of war, battle, death and destruction. The Phantom Queen. Another Battle Goddess and patroness of soldiers. Can provide powerful help in fighting battles or for banishing obstacles.

· Anu. Also Danu. The first great Mother Goddess of Ireland. Strong presence for motherhood, healing, inspiration, and creative endeavors.

· Brighid. Also Brid, Brigit, and Bridget. Warrioress and protectress.  Healer. Goddess of fire and the sun. Also important to agriculture, crafting and music. Brighid can aide in multiple endeavors and particularly with fire magick, animal magick, childbirth and fertility. She is especially honored at Imbolg.

Prayer

Prayer is a powerful tool of communication with the Divine. Individuals have the right to develop prayers as simple or complex as they see fit. During certain times, it may be a part of a ritual to include a group prayer. In those instances, these examples can be viewed as typical supplications or homages.

Morning prayer

Mother of the night, Lord of the day

Protect me and mine as we go on our way

Evening prayer

Lord and Lady, with the setting of the sun,

Thank you for the challenges and opportunities of this day.

Grant that I grow in wisdom and strength 

To enjoy the blessings you send my way.

Prayer to the Goddess

Lady of the night, she of shimmering face

Mother of us all, bless me with your grace

Dance with me as Maiden

Filled with Life and Vigor

Nurture and protect me as Mother

Through Life’s journey

School me in the mysteries as Crone

Worldly and wise

Maiden, Mother, Crone

She from whom all come

She to whom all must return 

Lady of the night, she of shimmering face

Mother of us all, bless me with your grace

Prayer to the God

In the wood is a wild child

At the birth of the year

In the fields is the strong man

When growing time is here

At the Bale fire is the wise man

At the end of year 

From Oak King to Holly King

And the cycles all year long

We celebrate the Lord

In our deeds and in our song

