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Message from the Chancellor
Merry met and thank you for reading one of what I hope will be the first of many House of Akasha newsletters. We are starting an exciting adventure and one that I have imagined for a long time. I hope the House of Akasha will grow with your help and with time into an institution that can truly be a beacon of light in an urban wilderness. I invite you to be active participants in forming this new venture into something we can all be proud of. 

Contact me at Terra Blue or on the House of Akasha website, www.houseofakasha.net, and share your ideas on how we can proceed. If you have ideas for the newsletter, email JD Hortwort at jdhortwort@houseofakasha.net 

Sarah McDavid

HOA Chancellor

What’s Happening in the Area

A sampling of things going on in the state and beyond.

Durham

Wednesday, Jan. 31, 6:30 p.m. - The Hearthfire Circle of the Sacred Order of Living Paganism will celebrate Imbolc at the organization’s first ritual! At an introduction to the Sabbat and the ritual will be given. The ritual will be held outside and will include initiating the new circle, blessing our tools, and creating sacred space. The event will be held at 411 Feldspar Way in Durham. Contact Hearthfire Circle SOLP through Witchvox.com for more information.

(Continued, page 2)
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A Weekend with

The Frosts

Set aside the first weekend in April! You’ll want to spend time with elders of Paganism and Wicca in the U.S. as the House of Akasha presents ‘A Weekend with the Frosts.’ Meet Gavin and Yvonne Frost, founders of Wicca in America. On Friday, April 6, Gavin and Yvonne will give an overview of Wicca followed by a ‘Meet and Greet’ and book signing at Terra Blue. Enjoy light hors d’oeuvres, courtesy of Terra Blue. On Saturday, April 7, be prepared for a day of lectures and learning capped off with a Mad Hatter’s Party at the Broach Theater. On Sunday, the Frosts will end the weekend with two final lessons before heading home to West Virginia. It is sure to be a fun and educational weekend. 

Details about costs for the event are still being worked out but will include prices per lecture, day and total weekend. That way, if you can’t make the full event you can pick and choose to get the most for your time and money. 

Watch for more details in next month’s newsletter or look for updates at the House of Akasha website at www.houseofakasha.net. 

(What’s Happening)

Greensboro

Friday February 2nd, 8:00 p.m. - Triad CUUPS will be hosting Pagan Night Out with its “Apparently Annual Bardic Circle”. A wonderful evening of music, dance, stories, jokes and an all around good time with CUUPS and the local pagan community. The event honors Brigid, Brede, and all the goddesses of spring, inspiration and bards with gifts of creative expression. Please bring a non-offensive piece to read, recite, sing, or perform as you are comfortable or just come and listen. Munchies will be provided but please feel free to bring any sort of finger food or non-alcoholic beverage to share. Visit www.triadcuups.com for more info.

Reidsville

Saturday, Feb. 10, 8 p.m. – House of Akasha will celebrate Imbolc/Candlemas in Reidsville. We will also be helping with the set up and food. Last year, Scott and Madeline hosted an entertaining and enlightening evening with music, art, good food and networking as well as some intriguing interactive programs! More to come soon so watch your email.

Level Cross 

Saturday, March 3, 6 p.m. – Everyone is invited to J.D.’s place (weather permitting) to view the Lunar eclipse. Accommodations will be made for those who wish to do personal magick. A Lunar eclipse is especially good for spell work because the Moon goes through a complete cycle in a very short period of time. Bring a blanket or chair and a beverage. Hot dogs will be supplied. Contact J.D. at jdhortwort@houseofakasha.net to RSVP.
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Imbolc

With the coming of modestly longer days comes Imbolc. We mark this Sabbath on February 2 in the Quickening Moon even as others outside our tradition playfully turn to groundhogs to breakup their winter doldrums.

Imbolc is a time to honor Brigid also known as Brigit and Brigantia. She is believed to make labor easier for women as well as a Goddess of healing and fertility. We honor her now as the sheep begin to birth their ewes and the first signs of spring become visible to us.

Sarah says Imbolc is a time of new beginnings. It is time to cleanse the tools that have aided your devotions in the past and will do so in the future. Gather basic altar supplies for the coming year like candles, salt, and your favored herbs to the altar at Imbolc and ask for Brigid’s blessings on the work you will do in the coming season. Use yellow or white candles in your altar setup along with white flowers, snow if you have it and any type of evergreen plant material. Use milk and cheese to ground.
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Roadside Magick


Some folks might be forgiven for being called Summer Pagans. Unlike our ancestors we have the option of living inside in comfort during Winter’s harshness. That means we also tend to confine our use of herbs to the stuff we can find in the warmer months or shops like Terra Blue. That’s fine but don’t forget you can find magick outside in the winter too like juniper for health, grass for prosperity, camellia for luxury and riches, oak moss for strength, crocus for love, wild violet for luck and chickweed for Lunar magick. Gather ye Winter’s herbs while ye may, for when they are gone they won’t be back for many a day!












