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Message from the Chancellor
Happy Spring!

Our March activities, from Lunar Eclipse to Ostara, have been great successes. On March 3, not only did we enjoy an evening of celestial magic and networking with friends, five members dedicated to the House of Akasha. It was a memorable event and the first of many to come.

Albin Eiler was fun despite the nippy weather. Hope everyone is taking care of their basil plants. Stay focused on your intent when you planted the seeds and watch that intent manifest, just like your plants.
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Be sure to catch the interview with the Frosts that follows in this month’s newsletter to get a taste of what’s to come or check our website at www.houseofakasha.net

Looking ahead, April 1 – 14 is the month of the Alder associated with courage, strength, evolving one’s spirit and the Celtic hero Bran. This season is a wonderful time for releasing burdens, addictions, etc. This is the time of inner strength to be brought to the forefront of our world to help us attain our goals. I recommend utilizing water and the direction of west to aid you in your spell work at this time.
Meditate on that and we’ll see everyone at the Weekend with the Frosts!
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Thanks to everyone who came out for the Lunar Eclipse on March 3. Truly a magickal night! 

YARD SALE

Coming soon.

House of Akasha Yard Sale 

May 5

Get busy with your Spring Cleaning!

Clothing, books, CDs, house wears, kitchen items, knick-knacks, candlesticks.
You may not need it but someone else has been looking for it.

To Donate

Contact Jessica Cress

At auroratuba@yahoo.com
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The following questions are from an interview with Gavin and Yvonne Frost. We think you’ll find this little preview an interesting and thought provoking look at this provocative couple.
1) Some Pagans are uncomfortable with "coming out of the broom closet" even in this day and time. It's hard to imagine what it must have been like for both of you several decades back when Wicca was still new to the general public. Can you put it in perspective for us?

Coming out of the Broom Closet - We see this as purely a matter of mental attitude. It’s much better to be quietly out in the open and let everyone know than to be furtively hiding and letting people hear rumors so that their minds can invent all sorts of lurid and grotesqe details about what you might be doing. Yvonne’s family is fundamentalist Baptist. Her brother-in-law is a Baptist minister. (This in itself demonstrates that religious belief is not genetic.) Yet we are still welcome in their family and have slept in their home. Gavin’s family in England had a much more relaxed attitude to religious questions, of course, and the subject hardly arose. 

We’ve had several interesting confrontations with locals, none more so than when we were invited to speak at the local high school (St. Charles MO). Some parents got together and got an injunction to prevent our speaking. Then the students and some other parents did a deal: they would get to talk to the assembled students for half an hour about Christianity (think of it as an immunization) and we would get to talk for half an hour about the Craft. Well, the students patiently listened to the same claims they’d heard all their lives; and then as we were walking up to the stage we were served with another injunction preventing us from speaking. The students were understandably upset. Expecting some such thing might happen, we had rented a local empty theater for the evening; the house was packed. Of course this got newspaper headlines worldwide--especially since the following day was Law Day on the high-school campus. A bunch of the students marched on the county courthouse. 

From our point of view it was all excellent publicity and the local Christians, at last realizing what they had done in publicizing the Craft, from then on kept quiet. Yes, we had an incident when we moved to Salem MO. Some drunks shot up the converted schoolhouse in which we lived. The result among the townsfolk was interesting : Outsiders had no right to shoot at “their” Witches!

Of course it hasn’t all been fun and cute pranks. When Loy and Louise Stone in Dimmitt TX took over leadership of the Church of Wicca, a local Spanish priest convinced the young people of his church to go out to the Stones’ farm and “demonstrate”. In the ensuing fracas a teenage girl was shot and killed by a gun fired from inside the truck in which she was riding. The final outcome was that the parents took the Stones to court under attractive-nuisance laws, and the Stones and the Church and all Wiccans lost that case. The Stones received more support from the Dimmitt community than they did from the at-large pagan/Wiccan community. 

Nowadays we feel there is absolutely no danger of this type involved in coming out of the broom closet. The more out you are, so long as you’re not just in somebody’s face with your spiritual path, the more comfortable will be your spiritual life. Those who don’t like it can kneel and tell their god all about it. 

2) Is it a cop out to 'hide' one's Paganism from family and casual acquaintances?

You may gather from our answer to 1. above that yes, we think it’s a copout to hide your beliefs from your family. Of course you need not rub their noses in it; you may open the topic by saying simply that you’re going to be busy on full-moon night. With casual strangers, what’s the point? Are you going to go up to people on the street that you meet and say, “Hi! I’m a pagan. What are you?” ? In most casual conversations the subject of spiritual belief doesn’t arise.

3) Has the Pagan community evolved as much in 50 years as you imagined it might? Not far enough?

Using a term from the Church of the Subgenius, we think that in the last ten years or so the pagan community has devolved. In the grand old days when Jesus walked the streets of Chicago, we think we were a free and happy bunch; most of us graybeards broke away from the conventional paycheck world and didn’t bow down to the monster-god Mammon. Currently go to any meet, look at the vehicles in the parking lot, listen to the computer nerds talking about their latest electronic gizmo, or meet them on a weekday and look at what they’re wearing. Not only that, but they seem to have taken on the nuclear-famaily approach to life and Christian so-called moral family values ... Goddess help ’em. We’re beginning to call these people Christo-pagans. They know some jargon, but they don’t yet walk the walk. To our cynical old eyes they look unbelievably uptight and stressed out. This isn’t helped by the drama-queen phenomenon--the elderly ladies of all genders who make a career of tut-tutting about everyone’s behavior. The ancient Hindu texts before the Aryan invasions said, “Why be ‘good’? What does it get you apart from very little pleasure? Will the man with the pigeon in his hand give it up for the promise of a peacock in the woods tomorrow?” There are moments when we two would love to give a massive injection of testosterone to the whole community.

4) You have written so many books (not to mention articles, etc.). If you could recommend just one to someone who wants to understand your viewpoint, which would it be and why.

We have to recommend “Good Witch’s Bible”, a minor modification of the original “Witch’s Bible”, because it covers more of the spiritual aspects and how to run a coven than the magical aspects that so many people wanted us to write about. Recently “The Witch’s Magical Handbook” has covered that area of our beliefs in some detail.

5) What is a 'Plastic Pagan'?

We use “plastic pagan” to mean the person who has read a couple of pages of one of Llewellyn’s publications and is now an initiated fully operational Witch or Wiccan or pagan. Years ago Gavin got into deep trouble with one of the ladies of Circle by pointing out that changing the genitalia of the “god” does not a Witch make. A Nazi is still a Nazi; domination is still domination, whether it wears male or female garb. In other words plastic pagans are those who take on the superficial ideas of a religion in order to appear “in” or to annoy their parents, without bothering to investigate any underlying spiritual truths.

6) It sizzles. It sells. But when many read about Tantric Yoga and equate it with Sex, are they doing the practice justice?

In its very earliest form (the one we teach and practice) Tantric Yoga is a female-activated way of gaining enlightenment. The road to such enlightenment moves through many many deep meditations. To get into such deep meditation, nowadays we know that it is best to start with a good release of endorphines. The easiest and most pleasurable way to release endorphines is by having an orgasm, though there are other ways. A good helping of dark chocolate, drumming into trance--and pain--engender endorphines. This last explains the reasoning of Gerald Gardner and his insistence on whipping. So in standard Tantric teaching there is lots of copulation; but it is copulation for a purpose--almost an unAmerican idea. It is not copulation for the mink coat that the stereotypical gold digger might work for; it is copulation to understand and comprehend spiritual truths. Remember in old Tantra the goddesses are the active principles and the metaphor for each of the chakras. Each chakra in its turn is a metaphor for a spiritual truth in part of the body. The (male) gods, on the other hand, are all contemplative. Even Shiva is often shown with a tiger that is chained. His destructive energies during his dance are very much under control. The idea that male sexual control is the end point of Tantra stems from Victorian-era translators of the old sutras and from Indian prostitutes who offered “Tantric sex”. Of course the first epiphany on the way to Tantric enlightenment is the fact that sex can serve to gain spiritual truths. Most of the religions that stem from the Aryan invasions quickly realized that this fact would promptly put all their priests and ministers out of work. So they forbade it--or at least did their damnedest to control it.

7) On the website for the Church and School of Wicca, it is written "There are many who wish to change the here and now through magical workings, which is a mundane change and using your much greater abilities to affect instead of accepting today's spiritual lessons. We believe that this is derogatory to spiritual growth." If that is true, why even teach magic or magick?

Some 30 years ago we were offered a book contract to write “Magic Power of Witchcraft”. We realized that that was where we could reach more people and open more minds. Whereas “The Witch’s Bible” sold by ones and twos, “Magic Power of Witchcraft” sold by tens and hundreds. So almost deliberately we started to pander to that market. If we could sell books and get them into readers’ hands, we could put subliminal messages between the lines and maybe loosen up some thinking--show readers that there were possibilities beyond the whiz-bangs and blue balls of fire. You’ll find, though, that if you carefully follow our magical recipes--which do mostly work, by the way--in many cases it would be much easier just to work for dollars to get what you want. Like many magical systems, our own are quite complex. To master them takes time and effort. Further, our most recent book “Good Witches Fly Smoothly” is full of the errors that nearly everyone makes, sooner or later, in working magic. 

More people have espoused the Craft via a start in magic than by any other route. In case that phase is over, we have recently written “The Bible of Sex Magic and Enlightenment” at a much higher spiritual level.

End of interview 

What’s Happening in the Area

A sampling of things going on in the state and beyond.

Hillsboro

Loki Blot – 2 p.m., April 1, Iðavelli Hof gathering of heathen to honor Loki and all the other tricksters around us. Many people fear tricksters and the unexpected changes they bring into our lives. At the same time, these changes often improve our situations in the long run. This blot is about acknowledging the benefits of these changes and thanking the tricksters for the good things they have brought about. Contact redespeaker[at]idhavellihof[dot]org for more info or go to  http://www.idhavell ihof.org/.

Carrollton, Ga.

Moondance 2007 - May 24-28, Dragon Hills, Ga. Moondance 2007, a festival celebrating the harmony of our community, in the tradition of the civilized savage at the mercy of the woods. Moondance 2007 will feature classes throughout the weekend on various topics, including dowsing, Asatru (Norse Paganism), drumming, and meditation. Check out the website on the Internet at http://www.faeriefaith.net/Moondance.html.
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Preparations are in place for our upcoming Weekend with the Frosts and Wytches’ Ball April 6-8. 





Roadside Magick


Sometimes, when we are in the right frame of mind, Nature speaks to us via special gifts. Like the unusual stone lying by the sidewalk or road that catches the eye. When this happens to you, gather it up. It may just be a little piece of quartz or shiny feldspar or whatever. Don’t ask questions. Thank the God/dess for the gift. In time, you’ll know how you are supposed to use it.









