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Message 

from the 

Chancellor

Samhain has come and gone. Now what?

The Veil parted and we presume, came together again. We said our piece to the dearly departed. But the wheel continues to turn. What do pagans do in the dark of the year before the Lord of the Wildwood or the Oak King returns on Yule? Pass our time with the national festivities like sports playoffs and Thanksgiving?

While there’s nothing wrong with that, we can also use the dark of the year for a bit of self-development too.

In the days before central heating the next few months would have been spent by our ancestors in close company with the few livestock that could be saved from one year to the next. Daylight hours would have been passed in scouring any remaining food from outdoors or repairing/maintaining a secure dwelling. The evening hours by the limited man-made light available would have been spent sorting seeds, mending tools and weapons and of course, contemplating life.

Modern Pagans can pretty much eliminate all of those activities except the last one. And isn’t it the hardest one of all to do.

What did you do this year? Was it as much as you expected to do when you thought about the future last Yule? Why not? Or, if you did accomplish your goals, how did you do it? How can you build on that?

The dark of the year corresponds to the soul - the dark part of everyone’s existence. Searching the soul for opportunities of improvement is never easy but it should be ultimately rewarding.

What can you do in the dark of the year?

· Research your path through new authors and websites.

· Learn a craft to better reveal the expressions of your soul.

· Study your life — where you’ve been, where you are and where you’re going.

· Teach yourself to love yourself.

· Try your hand at divination. Use a new method or approach your favorite method from a new direction.

Above all, celebrate with family and friends what has been and what is to come!
What’s happening in the Area
Charlotte

Dec. 14, 8 p.m.-midnight. The Eidolon Foundation presents its second annual Yule Ball, an evening of magic, music, and merriment titled “Fire and Ice.” Dress code is semi-formal, or theme-appropriate garb. Live music, appetizers and hors d'oeuvres will be provided. Alcohol welcome (BYOA). The event will be held at Jim McGuire's Studio at 1311 Central Ave, Charlotte. Tickets are $15 per person, or $25 for two. Deadline to purchase tickets is Dec. 8. Tickets may be purchased online at <www.EidolonFoundation.org>.

Winston Salem

Dec. 28, 7-11 p.m. Celebrate the Return of the Light with a Pagan Potluck and Talent Contest with the Path of the Moon Collective. You the community will judge and prizes will be awarded. A couple of children's workshops and vendors have been scheduled. For more info, see <www.geocities.com/pathofthemoon>.
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‘Tis the season for sharing

Do you have a Yule time photo you’d like to share with our newsletter readers? Send it in and we’ll post it in the next issue!
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 November HOA Board Meeting

Congratulations to Teena Martin who was nominated by Lynn as the new Board Member to fill the open position. Her nomination was unanimously approved. 

There was an amendment to the HOA By-Laws requiring 70% attendance at rituals and meetings for Elders and Board only. Regular members need to be present at 50% of rituals and 70% of functions to be considered for possibility of Elder or Board Member.

Calendar planning for 2008- Sarah suggested aligning rituals with astrological dates. Moon rituals to be planned next meeting. Calendar will be sent out after all ritual dates have been established. 

Work continues in planning the Spring Event. Six lectures have been planned to date including: Peruvian Shamanism (Ayana), hoodoo (Melissa), voodoo (Sky), dream interpretation (Sky), trance dance (Ayana), mead making (Stephanie). 

Anyone with suggestions or requests for lecturers or topics is asked to contact Sarah.

Meeting for decorations, food, other details, is set for Thursday Dec. 13th after the December Board Meeting. 

JD reported that HOA’s 501 c(3) status should be available in 1-2 months. 

Also, Selena Fox, priestess for Circle Sanctuary, will be coming for the long awaited headstone dedication for the young man who was killed during service in Iraq. The deceased was a member of The Sacred Well based in Texas. The dedication will be Dec. 1 at 2 p.m. at the mother's house in Lexington. She has made a family cemetery. 

The Head of The Sacred Well will be there. Rolling Thunder will also attend. Potluck dinner to follow. 

The dedication will be filmed for a documentary- it will explore the entire process- and not just this case. All HOA members are invited to the ceremony in Lexington (RSVP with JD). Best Ritual attire is required. Contact JD for more info.

Selena will be present for a meet and greet with HOA on Nov. 30 at Terra Blue from 6:30-9 p.m.

Filthy Faunus party is scheduled for Dec. 8. Details to follow. 

The next meeting is scheduled for Dec. 13 beginning at 7 p.m. and is open to all.
To Salem and Beyond
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On October 29th several of us ventured via Skybus to Salem Mass and New Hampshire. Our trip was filled with wonderful food and many awesome sights. On our first day we toured Salem, Mass. Although the holiday of Samhain brings and end to our summer there was much festivaling by people from all over the country. The Salem downtown festival was a bit too commercial for my taste but the ritual led by the Temple of the nine wells was an awesome sight to be held. We watched the march of the witch's asnb they came into the circle space. It was awe inspiring that so many from all over the country could come together for a night of ritual, camaraderie and spirituality. I would highly recommend this event to anyone who visits Salem on Samhain. The only flaw I could see was the ritual was held right next to a skate park half pipe and on the lower field of Gallows Park.
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Our next day took us to the American Stonehenge in New Hampshire. After a short time walking I broke one of my shoes and had to hoof it bare footed. I have to say I could most certainly feel the energy flowing after the loss of my shoes. Although not as large as the European Stonehenge, the structure was filled with the voices of those who created the sacred place. I would love for everyone to go and see this amazing place that served as a ritual space over 4500 years ago. Truly a must experience!!!
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Until I travel again,

Blessed Be

Sarah McDavid









