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So much has happened since last we talked. We had a very productive trip to the Pagan Leadership Conference in Richmond. I took the Pastoral Care track and JD took the Finances for Non-Profits. Very intense. Very informative. My track involved a lot of role-playing and problem solving techniques. JD says she got a review of the basics of accounting, tips on ways to avoid problems with you-know-who and a page full of website addresses for resources for grants and materials for non-profits.

There was more than just info too. It was a wonderful experience to be in a group of people who had practical concerns but who addressed them in ways Pagans and Wiccans can relate to. There was some ceremony but mostly it was just people of similar beliefs sharing insights and experiences.

Hope to share more information with you at our next gathering for Mabon on Sept. 22 in Level Cross. There’ll be ceremony, mead making, fellowship and more. See you there.

POMONA, GODDESS of the HARVEST
Pomona was the patron of the Pagan Leadership Conference in Richmond. In ancient Rome the festival of Pomona, goddess o[image: image3.jpg]


f fruits and gardens, occurred at about this time of year. It was an occasion of rejoicing associated with the harvest; and nuts and apples, as symbols of the winter store of fruit, were roasted before huge bonfires. Pomona holds the fruit of the orchard, usually an apple, but she also holds a pruning knife. The apple signifies abundance and fertility. The pruning knife is for the necessary culling and trimming we must all do from time to time in our lives if we expect to be healthy.
What’s Happening in the Area

Charlotte
Sept. 8 All Day, Charlotte Pagan Pride Day - at Freedom Park 1900 East Blvd in Charlotte, by the big train. A daylong celebration of the pagan spirit, from 9 am to 5 pm. Accepting donations for North Mecklenburg Animal Rescue, a non-profit no-kill animal shelter serving Huntersville, Cornelius, Davidson and North Charlotte. Rituals, drummers, music, classes and workshops, merchants, a costume contest, and a presentation of the Sabbats. Visit www.myspace.com/cmppd for more info.

Greensboro

Sept. 14-16, The Indian Powwow: Country Park, Greensboro Gates open from 10am to 9pm.  Admission is $3. Dancing, demonstration, vendors and more. Enter Only By Jaycee Park Drive. For more info, call 545-5343.
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Roadside Magick





One of the few plants that is actually surviving this August is the poke plant. Lucky you! Pokeberries make great magickal ink. Gather about a quart of berries. Careful. The stain can be persistent. Stew them in an old iron pot. If you don’t have an iron pot, throw 6-8 iron nails in the pot while the berries cook. The iron will help the ink hold longer on the page without fading. After about two hours, strain the berries, pressing to removing the juice. Should make about one pint of ink. You can cook it down more if the consistency isn’t thick enough to cook the back of a spoon. Add one Vit. C tablet to preserve the ink. Store in tightly sealed jars.









