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Did you challenge yourself in 2008? Did you explore a new area of your faith? Learn a new technique? Improve on a skill or craft? It is oh so easy to say “One day I’m going to learn how to craft my own wand (herbs, besom, etc.). One day I’m going to start to improve my meditation skills. One day I’m going to learn more about the deities in my faith.” But life is so hectic and everyone deserves some time off, right? I’m as guilty as anyone of thinking like this. Well, everyday provides a new opportunity. And like it or not, we’ve been socialized to make new promises in the New Year. Our New Year started on Dec. 21, the day after the Winter Solstice. We’ve had time to party, visit with friends and family. There’s still some partying to do before we get back to our work life or school life. But sometime in the next week, I want everyone to take a little quiet personal time and pick something to work on. It doesn’t have to be monumental. Nobody expects you to learn how to levitate in the next six weeks or become a master wood carver by 2010. But pick something that you believe you can accomplish, set up a game plan and make it happen. It will make you more confident in the everyday world and more successful in your magickal world too! 

What’s Happening in the Area

Chapel Hill

Dec. 31, New Year's Eve Celebration, Rose Heart Sufi Community. This year we celebrate “Change We Can Be Living” in this popular holiday tradition! Join us for any or all of the scheduled events: 5:30-7 p.m., Walking the Labyrinth; 7:30-8:30 p.m., Universal Worship’ 8:30-9:30 p.m., Universal Chanting with Jon Seskevich; 9:30-10:15 p.m., Eat and Socialize (Bring a Snack to Share); 10:15-midnight, Dances of Universal Peace. The event will be held at the Church of the Reconciliation (http://www.churchre c.org/findus. html), 110 N. Elliot Road, Chapel Hill. $10. For more information, or if you'd like to help out, contact Shirin at 919 493-9109, or ForJuls@aol.com.

James River Park
Jan. 16-18, “Our Sacred Selves” Carolina Spirit Quest, Winter Quest. Winter Quest is the perfect event to meet with friends, in the casual intimacy of a wooded lodge, to relax, renew and reflect. In January 2009, the focus is on “Our Sacred Selves” to discover not only our part of this growing, changing organism; but also how it can support us in our individual spiritual work. Registration is now open. Visit http://www.carolina spiritquest.org/winter/ 2009/ for more info and to register.

FYI…..  

Do you believe in miracles? According to this survey, most people do, even doctors. Not only do they believe miracles happened in the past, they believe miracles can happen today. Read more at http://www.mediacurves.com/Culture/J7148c-miracle/Index.cfm.

Speaking of believing….You may have heard of Krampusnacht – the time around Dec. 5-6 when Santa’s hideous henchman, Krampus, would terrorize children into being good. At least in Austria and some surrounding countries. He seems to have had a thing for the young ladies too. But here’s a spot where you can get a modern Satanist’s view of the tradition. http://www.satannet.com/WarlockBlackthorne/blog/157/
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The next meeting of the HOA board will be Jan. 8 beginning at 7 p.m. at Terra Blue. Open to all members.

Roadside Magick…
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We must talk about mistletoe this month. What else could the feature plant be in December? You have probably heard the Nordic myth about Balder and his vulnerability to the plant. According to some sources, early Christians didn’t care for the plant because it has Pagan associations going back at least to Greek and Roman times. Some Christian elders claimed Jesus was crucified on a cross on mistletoe – which is interesting because while there are about 900 different types of mistletoe in the world, none of them get much bigger than three feet tall. Modern researchers are investigating the benefits of using mistletoe against cancer and AIDS. Pagans use it for fertility, protection from evil, abundance and, of course, love. One note about the love thing. When kissing under the mistletoe, it is proper to remove one berry for each kiss. Once the berries are gone, no more kissing, guys!

Update…Remember when our neighbors to the south went especially bonkers and decided it was okay to sell license plates that pronounced, “I believe”? Well, someone has put a temporary block on the insanity. According to an AP article in the New York Times in December, “A federal judge issued a temporary order halting the production and marketing of license plates that feature the image of a cross and the words ‘I Believe.’ Opponents said the plates violated the separation of church and state. The judge, Cameron McGowan Currie, said that the case needed to be heard in court and that the (South Carolina) Department of Motor Vehicles could not take any more orders for the plates. A department spokeswoman, Beth Parks, said the agency stopped taking orders.”

What do you know? There really is a Santa Claus. 

