HOA May 2007

Message from the Chancellor

It was good to see everyone out for the Beltane in April to celebrate Nature’s growing vitality. Many thanks to our cooks, Darrell and Phil, for a masterly job at the grill.

As part of the House of Akasha’s charitable mission, we are hosting a Dining for Friends Party on Saturday June 2 at 7 p.m. The theme is "Season of the Witch". Our party will be up on the Broach building rooftop patio in the building next to Terra Blue. Be ready to have a wonderful time and remember to wear your best witchy costume! Since the House is hosting the party, we would like volunteers to bring some items on the menu. Contact me if you haven’t received a menu. Please let me know what you can contribute. 

For those of you who have not been to a DFF event before it is a fundraiser held annually by Triad Health Project. Several parties take place all around Greensboro, many which are given designated themes. Attendees make contributions to Triad Health Project for AIDS research, education and medication for AIDS patients. At 9 p.m. all of the individual parties meet at the Coliseum for desserts, cash bar cocktails and entertainment. For more information you can visit <www.triadhealthproject.com>. 

Don’t forget our Full Moon ritual on May 31 in Level Cross at 6:30 pm. The ritual will start promptly at 7 p.m. The focus of this ritual will be "Harmonic Wealth" and is meant to bring serenity to your inner chaos. Please bring a rock, gemstone or piece of jewelry that you would like to charge with the postive moon energy. High Priest Falgren is writing the ritual. See you there!

Happening around the area

Pagan Pride Day is often held in the September and is a public celebration of all forms of earth-based religions. Here is the schedule for events to be held in North Carolina in 2007 as well as links in case your vacation plans put you in the area.

 - Boone, Oct. 6, email for more info: lioness828@charter.net"lioness828@charter. net

- Charlotte, Sept. 8, email for more info: satyrmoondancer@ NC

- Raleigh, Sept 15, email for more info: brianmrose@northsta 

Lunar celebration

The House will celebrate a Full Moon on the auspicious occasion of the Blue Moon in May. Just what is a Blue Moon? That depends.

In agricultural communities, a Blue Moon was the fourth moon in a quarter. Usually a quarter only has three moons. In modern society, a Blue Moon is the second moon in a calendar month. This happens about every 2.5 years.

For modern Pagans, a Blue Moon is great for beginning special new projects or directions in your life. It is a potent time for healing. Or it can just be an especially profound time to connect with the Goddess.

According to the website, Livingmyths.com, the earliest-known Celtic calendar is the Coligny calendar, now in the Palais des Arts, Lyon. This information is taken directly from that website. 

The Coligny calendar dates probably from the 1st century BCE, and is made up of bronze fragments, once a single huge plate. It is inscribed with Latin characters, but in Gaulish. It begins each month with the full moon, and covers a 30-year cycle comprising five cycles of 62 lunar months, and one of 61. It divides each month into fortnights rather than weeks, with days designated - from observation - as MAT (good) or ANM (not good). Each year is divided into thirteen months.

The Coligny calendar achieves a complex synchronization of the solar and lunar months. Whether it does this for philosophical or practical reasons, it points to considerable sophistication.

The lunar months given on the Coligny calendar are as follows. The translations are based on those of Caitlin Matthews:

Celtic names, the modern months, and the Celtic meaning 

Samonios (October/November) Seed-fall 

Dumannios (November/December) Darkest depths 

Riuros  (December/January) Cold time 

Anagantios (January/February) Stay-home time 

Ogronios (February/March) Ice time 

Cutios (March/April) Windy time 

Giamonios (April/May) Shoots or early plants show 

Simivisonios (May/June) Bright time 

Equos (June/July) Horse-time 

Elembiuos (July/August) Claim-time 

Edrinios (August/September) Arbitration-time 

Cantlos (September/October) Song-time 

The 13th month, Mid Samonios, was duplicated. Since months began with a full moon, no consistent dates can be given.

Other experts say the Celts linked the moon to trees, although there is some debate about the authenticity of this. Without comment (everyone needs to decide for themselves), here is a list of moons and their associate trees.

Birch, Month: November

Rowan, Month: December

Alder, Month: January

Willow, Month: February

Ash, Month: March

Hawthorne, Month: April

Oak, Month: May

Holly, Month: June

Hazel, Month: July

Vine, Month: August

Ivy, Month: September

Reed, Month: October

Elder, Month: Makes up the last five days of the thirteenth Moon

Blue Moon rituals could be considered Full Moon observances on steroids – a powerful concept if you have ever had a meaningful Full Moon ritual. Sarah recounted one such ritual for us:

“I had one experience several years ago and I was trying to do a spell that I though I really needed at the time. When I called upon my Lady Morgaine she just walked up and told me you don't need this, and left my circle. Boy do I listen to them now. She had been telling me for weeks leading up to that ritual that it wasn't going to be. (So for those of you who get signs and signals along the way open your eyes and pay attention or you might just get a smack across the face like I did.)”

If you haven’t yet had an especially powerful Lunar experience, not to worry. None of the guys solicited for input on this topic have ever tried Drawing Down the Moon. Teena admits she has participated in what was for her a significant Full Moon ritual but to this day, can’t recall the particulars. Your editor has enjoyed a couple of potent connections with the Goddess during Full Moon ritual but never a direct face-to-face with Her.

The point is to keep trying and keep experimenting with different approaches – like the one available at the next House of Akasha ritual on May 31. See you there.

Board meeting

The most recent HOA board meeting was held on May 3. The House earned $96.60 after expenses for Frost weekend. The board voted to have the House take over website monthly payments  ($11.95/mo.) and reimburse Sarah $185.19 for what she has spent out of pocket on the website to date. At the May 3 meeting, the House balance was $605.39.

The House has received a letter from the state declaring the organization a non- profit. Sarah and JD are completing paperwork to fill for similar status with the federal government. The board approved a one-time payment of $350 to be sent in with that paperwork.

In other items, the board decided to:

· Host a Dining with Friends dinner to fulfill the organization’s charitable mission and to help those suffering with HIV/AIDS in the community.

· Decided to encourage greater participation at events by scheduling planning meetings before each event and committees formed for planning, setup and cleanup. 

· Designate Lamas or Samhain as the appropriate times to invite Sean Meyers of Waterworks to film the event for his photomentary. 

· Accept Allen’s invitation to provide volunteers for his RibFest in Winston-Salem. Email him at amcdavid@triad.rr.com with your committed time for the June 14-16 event. He will be donating $1,000 of the proceeds to HOA. 

· Set the theme for the Midsummer Ritual as “Monty Python and the Holy Grail.” Regular ritual will be early- 5:30 or 6pm. Everyone will be asked to dress up and assume roles (perhaps multiple) from the movie. A planning meeting will be scheduled to discuss ritual, setup, clean up and make gift items for fairies.

· Set Nov. 3, 5 p.m. as the first Annual HOA Members Meeting as required by our Bylaws and Constitution 

· Set the next monthly meeting for Thursday, June 7 at Terra Blue beginning at 7 p.m. All members are invited to attend to provide input.

