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Message from the Chancellor
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Litha is almost upon us and we’re going to strong! Mid-Summer is a celebration of the God who is at his height in strength and glory. Think Lugh of the long arm. Think strong, hunky guys, good providers, and fierce protectors. (Apologies to the men folk while we ladies drool!)

We will celebrate Mid-Summer on June 20 at Level Cross with a light ritual and our annual outdoor movie. This year’s feature is “Labyrinth.” Check the message board for details as they become available.

June will also bring some opportunities to volunteer. We will be working a booth at Ribfest in Winston Salem, June 11-14 and doing trash detail. I’m sure you can find at least one time slot to help out. Then on June 21 after our Litha celebration, we’ll be having fun at Greensboro’s Summer Solstice celebration. We’ve signed up for a booth to sell stuff for the House. Opening hours are from 3-8 p.m. but we need to plan on working from 2-9 p.m. Again, if you can’t be there the whole time, even a little help will be greatly appreciated.

The money we raise goes for ritual items, food, and improvements to our tenta and ritual space, etc. But it also goes for fun stuff like sending representatives to the upcoming Pagan Leadership Conference in July (Goddess willing).
Litha
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Lovely Litha (June 21, 2009) is one of the Lesser Sabbats or Low Holidays for Celtic people who tended to focus on agricultural markers as opposed to celestial ones. Still many Pagan customs attend to Mid-Summer. Significant plants include rue (protection from evil spirits), roses (love), St. John's wort (healing), trefoil (protection) and vervain (all of the above). Special stones include garnet and amber to represent the God and aventurine or malachite to represent the Goddess.

Networking Opportunities
7th Annual Pagan Wilderness Weekend, Thursday June 25 - Sunday June 28 

at the Elchenburg Castle/Triplette Farm in Boonville, NC (just outside of Elkin). Fascinating workshops and an assortment of awesome vendors with all kinds of handmade Pagan and Earth based items. Three rituals and several Rites of Passage. Free Fruit and Grain Breakfast on Saturday morning and a Huge Feast on Saturday night (only $5). For more information, visit http://snipurl.com/h9og2.

Idhavelli Hof's MidSummer, June 26th-28th at Camp Crabtree in William B Umstead

State Park, NC (near Durham and Raleigh). Activities include a traditional MidSummer pole, seasonal crafts and games, including tafl and kubb, blots to the gods of the north, the Aesir and Vanir, workshops on hand spinning and jam making and more. Attendance fees are: Adult Rate,  $55 (includes all events and meals); Ages 6-12, $20; Ages 0-5, FREE; Workshop Craft Fee: $5. For full information, visit http://www.idhavell ihof.org/ thing.php

FYI…..  
The House of Akasha is a non-profit 501©3 organization and as such, does not advocate for political positions of any sort. However, many of our members and readers are interested in such participation. For that reason, we offer the following information. 

On June 21, 2009 the Pagan Unity Campaign will once again host the annual "I Am" Campaign. During the campaign, Pagan Americans and all of those who support religious tolerance and diversity are asked to send postcards to elected officials with the simple statement "I Am a Pagan ____" or I am the _____ of a ______." You can insert any title (such as teacher, doctor, etc) into the blanks!

The statement is meant to be a reminder to elected officials and our communities that Paganism is not a cult or a fringe group but an every day way of life for thousands of Americans, be they teachers, doctors, students or cashiers. You may find contact information for your elected officials at the links below:

- White House:

http://www.whitehou se.gov/contact/

- Senate:

http://www.senate. gov/senators/ senator_by_ state.cfm

-House of Representatives:

http://www.house. gov/house/ MemberWWW. html

- Links to State and Local Officials:

http://www.stateloc algov.net/

The House is in no way affiliated with the Pagan Unity Campaign. This message is provided for informational purposes only.
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Hillary Clinton once raised the ire of many conservatives by declaring, “It takes a village to raise a child.” Her point was that a child benefits from exposure to and care from many individuals, not just the immediate family.

Clinton didn’t speak to where that village or community came from. The same community that fosters a well-rounded child doesn’t spring up overnight. It also doesn’t come without effort.

Just a few short years ago, several area Pagans got together to compare thoughts and share in ritual. This evolved into the House of Akasha in 2006. We shared rituals, hosted seminars and worked on fundraisers.  In 2007, we applied for and received status as a 501(c)3 organization.

Now we’re done, right? All official, nothing else to do.

Except, we’re not done. One truth can be applied to any group. If it stops evolving, it dies. Sometimes it dies despite all the effort applied but most certainly, it will die if it stops “becoming.” People drift away. There is no spark. Nothing motivates the group to stay together if it has nothing more than rote repetition, doing and saying the same thing from month to month.

To paraphrase Abe Lincoln, now we are met at a great crossroad – hopefully one of many in the House’s future. Do we continue to meet eight times a year for a brief ritual in someone’s home and a little party? Or do we thrown ourselves into efforts that provide for a better experience for all? The House elders and officials, with input from members willing to speak up, have opted to take the second option.

We have invested ourselves in projects that will raise money for the House. We have made modifications to our gathering spot in Level Cross. That is to say, some have taken on these things and have done so with the best intentions. They have given time and sweat when most would admit they had other personal projects they would have rather been doing. And they have come to the point when they are compelled to look around and ask, “Where are my fellow House members?”

It is commonly lamented in Christian churches that 20 percent of the members do 80 percent of the work. Another way to look at it is, 100 percent of the members benefit from the sweat equity of 20 percent of their fellow members. This is the point in time when the easiest response from the few is bitterness towards the many.

The House is not going there. As Tadhg MacCrossan describes in his book, “The Sacred Cauldron,” this House is a touta or tuath with many members, all of who have a variety of skills to offer to the group. MacCrossan points out that tribes or tuaths survived in our Celtic past when individuals shared their respective skills. Various skills or guilds made for a stronger society. Such a system “allows everyone to have a place in the touta for their special interests and for fellowship.” But only if they participate.

And so we are come to the point when we ask, what now? Working from the assumption that those who have not participated have not done so because they don’t know how, let us explain. 

Notices go out when the House is working on fundraisers or on the gathering space. Some of this is heavy work and some people are not physically able or don’t feel coordinated enough to participate. As reassurance, not all the work is backbreaking. Every work project needs “go-fors.” Every project needs cleanup crews or cooks.

Participating in a work project doesn’t mean staying at it from dawn to dusk. Two to three hours of help is good too. Participation in a fundraiser can mean helping to create something to sell or, when appropriate, making banners or posters. It can mean helping with setup and/or breakdown. 

On those occasions when mundane work schedules or responsibilities conflict, the appropriate step is an offer in trade. Everyone reads the message board. It is easy to see who has signed up to work at a fundraiser or at a workday. This would be the time to say to the group, “I can’t be at the fundraiser. Can I take someone’s cleanup schedule at the next ritual?” Or, “I can’t be at the next work day. Can I make and donate seasonally appropriate tablecloths (just as an example) for use at our gatherings? Can I teach a class for the group on how to make _________ (whatever)?” For those whose imagination fails them, the easiest thing to do is to ask the Chancellor how to pay it forward for the group.

Taking Amber K’s guidelines in her book “Covencraft” as a template, the House may be said to be somewhere between the “Storming” and “Norming” stages of development. We have some firm, unshakeable ideas of who we are but we are still fine-tuning, still experimenting. The important take-away from this message is not that the Dagda’s club is about to fall on anyone. It is that membership in the House is based on whole-hearted participation. That’s the only way to grow a strong community.
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