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Message from the Chancellor

In olden days of the Celts Samhain was considered the end of the summer and the beginning of a New Year. It was time for the Green Man to journey to the Summerland until he would be reborn at Yule. As we move into the dark half of the year we should each seek to rid ourselves of things that are worn out and go into a phase of introspection. As we seek that which we are lacking may each of us find within our lives that will bring us closer to the Divine.

But before the year ends, we have business, ritual and revelry. The House will hold its first annual business meeting at 6 p.m. before ritual on Saturday. The ritual itself is posted on our Yahoo Group site, so check it out and give me a call (or email) if there are any questions. See you Saturday!

What’s happening in the Area

Asheville

Oct. 31, Crowning the Cailleach: a Solemn Celtic Rite for Samain

Come with us to the Elder times when we honor the Old Queen of Winter, who is crowned on this night. This will be a solemn, joyous and formal rite, and participants are asked to dress and behave appropriately. Event Location: 333 Merrimon Ave., Asheville, 7 p.m. For more information, visit, <www.mysticjourneysonline.com>.

New Bern

Nov. 9-11, Third Annual ShadowHarvest

Celebrate the Ascension of the Goat God. Once again autumn is upon us, and the spiral into the dark womb of Winter is at hand. Come celebrate the Mysteries of this time with the Eternal Harvest Tradition and our friends and fellow groups in the Eastern North Carolina area. We have a full schedule of workshops and rituals planned once again along with drum circles, bonfires and a potluck. Visit <www.eternalharvestwicca.org> for more information. 

Good Ole Jack

How much have Americans influenced the Samhain celebrations? 
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You just have to look at the prevalence of that all American gourd — the pumpkin — at this time of year. We see them on websites around the world at this time of year and everyone seems to know the large orange globe as a symbol for the Harvest Festival.

Pagans understand the richer history of the festivals of this time of year. At their core, they included the slaughter of excess and weak animals in the flocks and herds kept by agrarian families (if they were lucky enough to own such stock).

So as we celebrate our ancestors and our past, we should take a little time to honor our furry friends. Don’t forget to put pictures of past pets on the ancestor altar. And to honor the wildlife that we tend to take for granted during the year, we can turn to our friend, Jack.

As you carve your Jack-O-Lantern this season, instead of trashing those pumpkin seeds, find a place outside to gift them to the wildlife in your area. Birds, squirrels, chipmunks, opossum and yes, mice and rats can take nourishment from your gift. If you’re worried about what the neighbors might think, bring the seeds with you to our Samhain celebration on Nov. 3 and fling them out in the woods.
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Pow Wow

Special report from member Rhonda English
The Pow Wow was held on Sept. 14 at the Country Park in Greensboro. Tribal dancers of all ages gathered to dance their prospective dances such as men’s traditional, men’s fancy, women’s traditional, and women’s fancy. There were also vendors there showing off their authentic jewelry, hand made tools, and other items. 

The Pow Wow featured local tribes as well as one visiting from Oklahoma.  

It was a bright shinny day to enjoy the dancing of Native American Tribes. Featured special dances were the dance for the ancestors, dance for veterans, and the dance for all people. They shared stories and spoke of how the great spirit of the creator shapes their lives.  

They danced in a circle and before anyone comes to the Pow Wow they cast the circle and bless it with sage. They close the circle once everyone has left. 

To help the audience understand the circle it is roped off with obvious entrances and exits. It was a nice day to partake in another culture that has struggled to keep its place among the many that make of modern America.


Ladies 

of the Night [image: image3.jpg]



The Cailleach Bheur, is generally seen as a divine hag, a creator, and possibly an ancestral deity or deified ancestor. The word simply means 'old woman' in modern Scottish Gaelic, and has been applied to numerous mythological figures in both Scotland and Ireland.

She ruled the winter months from Samhain to Beltaine. in Scotland, where she is also known as Beira, Queen of Winter, she is credited with making numerous mountains and large hills, which are said to have been formed when she was striding across the land and accidentally dropped rocks from her apron. In other cases she is said to have built the mountains intentionally, to serve as her stepping-stones. She carries a hammer for shaping the hills and valleys.

Her one eye is characteristic of those supernatural beings that see beyond the world of opposites. When an unusually heavy storm threatened, people told each other: ‘The Cailleach is going to tramp her blankets tonight”, for at the end of summer she washed her cloak in Corrievreckan, the whirlpool off the west coast, and when she pulled it up, the hills were white with snow.

In her right hand she wielded a magic rod or hammer with which she struck the grass into blades of ice. In early spring, she could not bear the grass and sun, and would fly into a temper.

At winter’s end, some accounts say the Cailleach turned into a grey boulder until the warm days were over. The boulder was said to be “always moist’, because it contained “life substance’. But many tales say that she turns into a beautiful young woman at this time, for the other face of the Cailleach is Bride, once goddess, now gentle Scottish saint, whose special day, February 1st marks the return of the light. 

Hecate is the Greek goddess of the crossroads. She was the only child of the Titanes Perses and Asteria from whom she received her power over heaven, earth, and sea.

She is most often depicted as having three heads; one of a dog, one of a snake and one of a horse. She is usually seen with two ghost hounds that were said to serve her. Hecate is most often misperceived as the goddess of witchcraft or evil, but she did some very good things in her time. 

One such deed was when she rescued Persephone, (Demeter's daughter, the queen of the Underworld and the maiden of spring), from the Underworld. Hecate is said to haunt a three-way crossroad, each of her heads facing in a certain direction. She is said to appear when the ebony moon shines.

She also assisted the gods in their war with the Gigantes, and slew Clytius. This extensive power possessed by Hecate was probably the reason that subsequently she was confounded and identified with several other divinities, and at length became a mystic goddess, to whom mysteries were celebrated in Samothrace and in Aegina.

There is another very important feature which arose out of the notion of her being an infernal divinity, namely, she was regarded as a spectral being, who at night sent from the lower world all kinds of demons and terrible phantoms, who taught sorcery and witchcraft, who dwelt at places where two roads crossed each other, on tombs, and near the blood of murdered persons. She herself wanders about with the souls of the dead, and her approach is announced by the whining and howling of dogs.

She is the laughing maiden, the living mother, and the black hag of death. In the Greek pantheon, she alone stood as an equal to Zeus.

For more on this Ladies of the Night, check out these resources: (Wikipedia, Druidry.org, Pantheon.org, Theoi.com, Hecatescauldron.org)
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