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Ah, Autumn. Time to go to ground. To go fallow. To hibernate. Who are we kidding?! Those are all agricultural images. Nobody today knows or cares what “fallow” means. So what do Pagans do when the leaves fall and temperatures cool?

Well, we party. Even though most of us don’t carry on in traditional ways, that doesn’t mean we don’t participate in traditional family gatherings of Thanksgiving and such. But I think we are more in tune with the concept of stepping back from the hectic pace, savoring the season. More importantly, we know it’s okay to “veg out” at least for a little while. It gives the mind and body time to re-center and get ready for the next big thing – whatever that thing is.

So don’t think of it as hibernating. Think of it as defragging. Disassemble the pieces of what has happened this year and put them back in an order that allows you to grow. And most of all, enjoy this time of year for all it has to offer.

Rock ‘em! Join Pagans from many paths & many places in sending crystals, rocks, pebbles or other types of stones to the Stone Circle at Circle Sanctuary Nature Preserve in south central Wisconsin. The Stone Circle is growing as part of the celebration of the 25th Anniversary of Circle's land. Stones will be added in ceremonies at Samhain and at Yule.  Mail stones: Stone Circle, Circle, Box 9, Barneveld, WI 53507. Include where each stone you send is from and your contact information. For more about the project, including photos, visit

http://www.circlesanctuary.org/land/stonecircle.
FYI…..  The World’s Oldest Temple? Six miles from Urfa, an ancient city in southeastern Turkey, Klaus Schmidt has made one of the most startling archaeological discoveries of our time: massive carved stones about 11,000 years old, crafted and arranged by prehistoric people who had not yet developed metal tools or even pottery. The megaliths predate Stonehenge by some 6,000 years. The place is called Gobekli Tepe, and Schmidt, a German archaeologist who has been working here more than a decade, is convinced it's the site of the world's oldest temple.

Imagine what the landscape would have looked like 11,000 years ago, before centuries of intensive farming and settlement turned it into the nearly featureless brown expanse it is today. Prehistoric people would have gazed upon herds of gazelle and other wild animals; gently flowing rivers, which attracted migrating geese and ducks; fruit and nut trees; and rippling fields of wild barley and wild wheat varieties such as emmer and einkorn.

To read more, visit The Smithsonian Magazine Online at http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history-archaeology/gobekli-tepe.html
What’s Happening in the Area

Otto

Nov. 8, Open Samhain Ritual beginning at 6 p.m. at the beautiful Mountain Valley Labyrinth Park in Otto, N.C. Please dress for ritual nothing else needed. For more information, visit http://groups.yahoo.com/group/mistofcerridwengroup

Raleigh

June 28 – Dec. 28, The Dead Sea Scrolls, NC Museum of Natural Sciences. The Dead Sea Scrolls on loan from the Israeli Antiquities Authority will be on display at the NC Museum of Natural Sciences. The Dead Sea Scrolls, some of which are more than 2,000 years old, are our bridge to a period that laid the foundation of western traditions, beliefs and practices throughout the past two millennia. The Museum of Natural Sciences will display 12 authentic Dead Sea Scrolls including fragments from the books of Genesis, Exodus, Deuteronomy, Isaiah and Jubilees, as well as the sectarian Damascus Document, Blessing of the Community, Thanksgiving Scroll and more. Four of the fragments are being conserved especially for the Museum of Natural Sciences and have never before been on public display. For more info, visit www.naturalsciences.org
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The House of Akasha Board met on Oct. 10. Jake Anderson was unanimously voted in as a new member.

Plans were finalized for Samhain, participation at the Rocky Horror Picture Show and for Rhonda’s HOA Baby Shower at her house on Sunday Oct. 26.

The Board will need to begin discussion on the Spring Event at the November meeting. Members were also asked to do some brain storming on ways to raise money such as selling screen printed T-shirts at events. 

Teena started a Wiki group for HOA. It is a forum site for posting lessons and exchanging ideas. For more information, contact her at teena.martin@gmail.com  

The next meeting will be on No. 13 at Terra Blue. Meetings are open to all members.

Roadside Magick
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 What more appropriate Roadside plant could we find at Samhain than pipsissewa? Also known as spotted wintergreen, false wintergreen, and rat’s vein, its proper name is Chimaphila maculata.

Look for it in otherwise barren areas of the forest floor. Pipsissewa likes dry, humusy, acid soil and partial to full shade. It blooms in late spring and early summer. Chimaphila means, “to love winter” and pipsissewa is easiest to spot after everything else has died back. It’s only about 6 inches tall, so look carefully.

American natives used the plant for its diuretic properties. Be careful if you gather it. Some people are allergic to the plant sap.

Although some people carry the herb to attract money, it’s more popular use is to draw good spirits especially when mixed with rose hips and violet flowers.

