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Message from the Chancellor

One of our goals this year was to include a few Moon rituals or Esbats in [image: image1.jpg]An Assembly of Celtic Spirituality

@ House of Akasha



amongst our regular Sabbats. Sadly, Mother Nature once again made us cancel our plans, this time the Waning Moon ritual on May 28. We’ll try it again on July 4 for a New Moon Esbat (details to be announced). Why do Moon rituals? Sabbats and Esbats celebrate different Universal energies. On a large scale, Sabbats mark the yearly cycle but they also mark the major events and changes of our lives. Moon cycles are more intimate and mysterious, more closely matching the personal changes of our lives. To help all of us work on balancing these two aspects of our lives, we felt the House ought to celebrate both. Some churches meet on every Full Moon; some even meet on every Dark Moon plus all the Sabbats. I’m not sure how they manage – given how busy everybody is these days! But, we’ll try again in July. In the meantime, don’t forget the upcoming Litha celebration in Level Cross on June 21. See you there!  
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May Board Meeting

The board reviewed plans for the Litha celebration to be held in Level Cross starting at 7 p.m. on Saturday, June 21 The ritual will be short and followed, for those who would like to participate, by time in a purifying sweat lodge with cleansing herbs and tea. Those who wish to take part in the lodge are asked to bring a change of clothing. The menu for after the ritual will include burgers and hot dogs, fresh grilled veggies, chips, old-fashioned strawberry shortcake, lemon cookies, and white Sangria. Everyone is asked to BYOB. Anyone planning on camping overnight is asked to let Sarah or JD know ahead of time. We will be making breakfast the next morning. 

JD brought up improving group dynamics. We have decided to have a learning day at least one Sunday a month. The lessons would be based on House rituals for the first year.  A schedule will be announced soon.

Yard Sale will be held on June 28. Details will be sent out soon.

Next board meeting will be Saturday, June 7 at 6 p.m. at Terra Blue.
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Sarah needs to know ASAP who is volunteering for RibFest. She also needs to know who wants a hotel room. RibFest is June 12, 13 and 14. Volunteers are mainly needed each night and all day Saturday. HOA will be receiving the nonprofit donation from the proceeds.

What’s Happening in the Area

ASHEVILLE

June 14, 10 a.m. till Noon. Tour the New Holographic Universe. One of a kind Workshop with unique and original information that is not available anywhere else. Join engineer-visionary Lisa Alcorn and explore a model that explains how thoughts create, the power of positive emotion and more. Event Location: Mystic Journeys - 333 Merrimon Ave., Asheville. For more info, visit http://www.howthoughtscreate.com.
LEVEL CROSS

June 21, 7 p.m., Litha/Summer Solstice/Alban Heffyn with the House of Akasha in Level Cross. Bring a covered dish to share and BYOB. Overnight campers welcome. Please RSVP if you plan to camp.

Roadside Magick

So many plants, so little time! June is a bountiful month with lots of magickal potential. Gather ye daisies, while ye may. Daisies, the flower of Aphrodite, are the flower of love. Sleep with a daisy root under your pillow to bring a lost love back to you. Or renew your sense of innocence and wonder by carrying a blossom with you. Use daisies in Fairy magick too!

Don’t blink or you will miss the bloodroot and mayapples. Bloodroot turns away evil magick and negativity and protects the home. It is used in gris-gris bags to ensure a healthy sex life in marriage or to keep troublemakers from interfering with your marriage.

Mayapple is also protective. It is a less expensive (and easier to find) substitute for mandrake root. Be careful when handling as both mandrake and mayapple root are poisonous if ingested. Keep a piece of mayapple in the home to encourage prosperity. CAREFULLY, dry and pulverize the root and sprinkle it over areas and things (like a box of ritual items) that you want to keep from prying eyes.
FYI….. Iron Age mystery of the 'Essex druid'

The Independent newspaper, UK

Grave near Colchester could be the first burial site of an ancient mystic ever to be discovered in Britain

By Andrew Johnson

Sunday, 20 April 2008 

As sacred priests, their duties included teaching, law enforcement and possibly even burning people to death in giant wicker men. Druids dominated British culture with their mysterious magical rites in the centuries before the Roman invasion.

For such an important band of men, however – it could take 20 years to train to be a druid, according to some sources – hardly anything is known about them. That could be about to change now, though, after what is thought to be the first discovery in Britain of a druid grave. 

The extraordinary find was made at the Essex village of Stanway, near Colchester. It is among a number of graves of eminent people interred around the time of the Roman invasion of Britain in AD43. 

Following Queen Boudica's uprising in AD61, Emperor Claudius ordered the druids be wiped out. Their Anglesey stronghold and sacred groves were destroyed, along with their entire history.

In the grave, archaeologists uncovered a board game with the glass counters laid out, medical equipment – the earliest ever found – a tea strainer still containing some kind of herbal brew, and some mysterious metal poles.

The first find at the site was made in 1996. But now, after 12 years of painstaking digging and research, the final report into the unearthing suggests that the grave could be the only one of a druid ever found. The clues are not just in the objects buried with an obviously important man, but also in the way they are laid out. The metal rods, possibly used for divining, are in a specific order and near the surgical equipment – scalpel, surgical saw, hooks and forceps. There is also a jet bead, believed to have been seen as magical.

Writing in this month's British Archaeology magazine, the team of excavators from Colchester Archaeological Trust say: "It is hard to avoid the conclusion that he belonged to the stratum of late Iron Age society that comprised druids, diviners and healers. It is conceivable that this grave was the final resting place of a British druid."

Philip Crummy, director of the trust, remained cautious, adding that there may be other explanations. "In the report we draw the possibility that this man or woman was a druid," he said.

"The so-called druid could have been a doctor. The tea strainer contains artemisia pollen, which is commonly associated with herbal remedies. Healing is an attribute given to druids. We don't know what the metal rods are for, but we think they could have been used for divining. The question is whether all that stacks up to him being a druid. It could be – it was certainly somebody special." 

