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	Message from the Chancellor
    The time has come to talk, my dears, of many things; Of respect and responsibilities, and Pagan Standard Time and........
   Well, I forget how the rest of that poem goes and my apologies to Lewis Carroll but we do need to talk about our responsiblities as House of Akasha members.  Specifically, helping out before and after our gatherings. 
   We've sent out a sign-up list for this year's gatherings. We need two people to sign up for set-up and two people to sign-up for break down at each gathering. Some folks have been very good to sign-up immediately. A lot of others have not.
   In case you may have been reluctant to sign-up because you don't know what you're getting into, let me explain. Set-up means bringing out the chairs, tables, and torches before the ritual. It means setting up the fire bowl and making sure the area where we will first gather and then return to for the after-ritual meal is clear. You'll also be asked to make sure that plates, utensils, ice buckets, etc. are set up. It means making sure the ritual area is set up with whatever is needed for that Sabbat (Don't worry. You'll have instruction on what is needed at each Sabbat)
   Breakdown is just the reverse - breaking down the ritual area, clearing the dishes and washing whatever is necessary to be washed, consolidating stuff that people brought so that they can easily find it as they leave, throwing away trash and breaking down the tables/chairs as the crowd begins to thin. Obviously, if we are doing a ritual out at Level Cross and some people plan to stay late, not every chair can be put away. But the bulk of stuff should be cleaned up.
   And another quick reminder. We don't do Pagan Standard Time. People who live on PST leave most of the group standing around waiting for 20, 30, 45 or more minutes until they get good and ready to show up. Those who have this problem need to move from PST to EST (Eager Standard Time). PST is just rude.
   Some of you may have heard about the 20/80 rule. It says that in any group (not just Pagan) 20 percent of the people do 80 percent of the work. It's not going to work that way at the House. 
   We're all adults. Nobody came on board out of a huge desire to adopt 20 or 30 adults who want to act like irresponsible kids. We can all have fun. We can all grow spiritually. We just have to be considerate of each other in the process. 
   Now, Let us never speak of this again! [image: image6.jpg]
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 The Magick of Cauldrons
   In the season of rebirth, first at Yule and then at Imbolc, what is the appropriate symbol?
   If you said the cauldron, give yourself two points. In Celtic traditions, the cauldron is a symbol of transmutation, renewal, rebirth and inexhaustible plenty.
   Interestingly, the cauldron is gender neutral. Both male and female deities had cauldrons with special attributes. The Dagda had a cauldron of plenty. It was bottomless and provided a never-ending supply of food.
   Many Nordic and Irish pagans had a story of a mystical cauldron that could reserect the dead. On the battlefield, wounded soldiers could be thrown into it and would come out whole, but mute the next morning. 
   Cerridwen had a cauldron of knowledge. This website, http://www.chalicecentre.net/cauldron.htm, has a good retelling of the Taliesin myth. Taliesin was originally known as Gwion, a peasant hired by Cerridwen to watch over her cauldron. Some of her brew spilled on his hand as he stirred the pot. He licked the brew off and.... (check out the website!)
   For a multitude of information on the cauldron in Celtic history, check the Encyclopedia of Celtic Wisdom by Caitlin and John Matthews.  For yet another take on cauldrons, visit http://www.witchy-one.com/2008/06/meaning-of-cauldron-in-myth-modern-neo.html   To get an understanding of how older cultures, i.e. Sumerian, Greek, Hindu, viewed the cauldron, visit http://paganastronomy.net/star.htm.
  For a rip-roaring tale of how to view the male testicle sac as a cauldron (I'm not kidding), talk to Sarah, Paul, or Lynn and get them to tell you about their winter camping trip to visit an eastern North Carolina Pagan gathering.
   Cauldrons aren't necessary for ritual practice but a lot of Pagans like to own one or more. Some use it for ritual purposes only. Other witches brew potions, inks or spells in it. It is generally used to represent the Element of water in the west.
   Cauldrons that are used should be cleaned after use and "seasoned" with a light coat of virgin olive oil. Even those that never see a drop of water should be periodically cleaned, scoured and seasoned to ensure a long life.
 Networking Opportunties
 
Feb. 27 - Path of the Moon Collective Annual Trade Blanket at 4055 Robinhood Road in Winston Salem. Bring trade-able items like books, clothes, trinkets, etc. Doors open at 7:15 p.m. for everyone to set up their space. This is also a Hot Dog Supper Fundraiser
Plan on buying your dinner from POTM! Hot Dog, Chips, Drink and Salad $5.
 
Teena will be teaching Basic Wicca courses at Terra Blue in March. To learn more, contact her at teena.martin@gmail.com
 
Morgan is putting together music for HOA rituals. Anyone who can carry a tune or play an instrument is encouraged to contact her at morganmcpherson@triad.rr.com
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At the Feb. 11 HOA board meeting, work continued on the program for the Spring Event. The discussion currently revolves around a scaled down event with a few invited guests from outside the church and perhaps a few speakers. The board also tabled discussion on board retreats. Members were asked to email Lynn with ideas on the subject.
   The Full Moon Ritual in April has been moved to Saturday, April 11. Beltane will be on May 2 starting at 7p.m. Work days leading up to Beltane were set for March 15 and April 19. Both days are Sundays. Work will include setting up a bale fire, clearing the parking area, stabilizing the stones in the labyrinth, among other chores. The board voted to send out a sign-up sheet to encourage two members to volunteer to help with setup before rituals and two members to assist with breakdown after ritual.
   Sarah will be putting a poll up on the message board asking member's preferences for class meeting times and days of the week. These were classes to cover the basics of HOA ritual practices and Pagan history and principles.
   Our first Meet and Greet for potential new members will be held on Saturday March 7 from 5-6 p.m. at Terra Blue. All members are urged to attend to help field questions and to greet visitors.
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