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Meeting (continued
Jan. 24. The queries related to topics such as “Does the organization pay its ministers?” (No ministers, just high priestess and priest. And no, no pay.), “Can members belong to other religious organizations?” (Yes) and “Do you have Sunday Schools?” (Uh---no.) 

Other matters discussed by the board include:

-
The board discussed the possibility of another yard sale, possibility to be held in late May or early June. Lynn said she would speak with Andrew about the possibility of holding it at their house.

-
JD and Sarah will both be teaching at Spring Quest in Durham on April 20. 

-
Full Moon ritual will be held on Saturday Jan. 19 at Sarah’s house. This will be a focus on meditation.

-
Imbolc is Feb. 2 at Scott and Madelyn’s in Reidsville. BYOB and a covered dish.

-
Website is updated with calendar of moon calendar, tree calendar, events, etc.

-
Planning meetings for rituals- open to all who would like to participate. The first date is set for Feb.10 at 11:30 a.m. at Sarah’s. Bring brunch item if you are going to attend.

The next board meeting is set for Thursday, Feb. 21 and is open to all.

Sky watch 2008

Celebrating Imbolc




Message from the Chancellor








Greetings all! 


As we move full force into 2008, there is much to do and much to look forward to.


Unfortunately, we couldn’t get together for the Full Moon ritual as planned on Jan. 19. Mother Nature deemed it was not to be so. Better to stay home and safe from the icy weather and plan on gatherings when the weather is more cooperative.


That doesn’t mean you can’t observe your own Full Moon ritual. Full Moon occurs on Jan. 22. Here’s a shortened rundown of the meditation ritual we had planned. 


Gather a white candle, a crystal











crystal, glass of milk, cookie and appropriate incense like Lavender. Cast a circle, light your incense and candle. Welcome the Goddess. Settle down and meditate on a major goal for this year. Make your visualizations as exact as possible. Walk yourself through to the actualization of your goal. Program your crystal with that path. End your meditation with milk and cookie to ground. Open the circle and keep crystal as a reminder thought out the year.
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January Board Meeting





Planning continues for the upcoming HOA 2nd Annual Conference: Spring Spiritual Awakenings. Sarah has sent out messages to Yahoo groups to find a drummer for the event. There are still three teaching spaces available. Rhonda contacted area Buddhists who are expected to let her know if they can fill a spot. Teena volunteered to put out a message to Sacred Circle in Charlotte. 





Allen is working on creating a brochure for the event by the end of January. He will email a copy to board members for approval. Sarah is still looking into the cost of advertising the event in publications like Yes Weekly and The Art of Wellness as well as publications in major cities like Asheville and Richmond, Va.





JD reported the IRS has responded to HOA’s request for 501(c)3 status by requesting further information. A response to that request will be forwarded to the government by (continued on page 2)
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Here are some of the more noteworthy sky events that will take place this year. SPACE.com's weekly Night Sky column will provide more extensive coverage of each event as they draw closer. 


�Feb. 1  Venus/Jupiter conjunction, Part 1. This will be the first of two meetings this year between the two brightest planets in our sky. This one will occur in the morning sky, low in the east-southeast and is best seen about 45 minutes before sunup. On Feb. 4, a beautiful crescent moon will join the two planets making for an eye-catching array. 


Feb. 20-21 Total eclipse of the moon. Less than six months after last August's total lunar eclipse, we have yet another that occurs during the late-night hours of February 20-21. This eclipse will favor much of North America, occurring during convenient evening hours. Totality will last for a bit less time than usual (50 minutes). Adding to this spectacle, a planet (Saturn) and a bright star  








(Regulus) will be close to the totally eclipsed moon forming a broad triangle. 


Aug. 1 Total eclipse of the sun. Siberia anyone? From Novosibirsk you'll see the late-afternoon sun completely blotted out for 2.3 minutes. 


Aug. 11-12 Perseid meteor shower. At first glance this doesn't look like a favorable year to view this famous meteor display, since the moon will be in a bright waxing gibbous phase on the peak viewing night. Fortunately, the moon will set at around 1:45 a.m. local daylight time, leaving the rest of the night dark for meteor watchers. 


Dec. 1 Venus/Jupiter conjunction, Part 2. This will be the second pairing-off of the two brightest planets in 2008, this time in the evening sky soon after sundown. And as a bonus, the crescent moon will join them forming a striking triangle and likely making even those who normally don't look up at the sky take notice. 











Tis the season to celebrate the Bride!





On or around Feb. 1, Cailleach , the old Woman of Winter, comes back to us as Brigid, the Spring Maiden.





Brigid is also known as Brid,  Bridget, Brighid, Brighde, or Brig — the Exalted One, Mother Goddess to many European cultures. Her time was a time of renewal, a time of birthing ewes, small, precious bits of green that peeked through the snow and hoary ice.





Brigid was seen as a young woman but also as a powerful force to be reckoned with. After all, it took great power to chase away the Winter’s cold and usher in a new season of bountiful lush growth.








Some cultures celebrated with corn dollies (Brideo'gas) made from oats or wheat. Others made Brigid crosses of the same material. Still others focused on the plough. Children would decorate it and carry it from house to house, begging for treats. Adults would bless it with the “Water of Life” (alcohol libations).





Another custom would be to put out and relight the home fires to encourage the return of the life force that would power the crops and herds in the new year and sweep the halls with a new besom.





So clean your hearth and sweep the halls. And get ready for a year of Growth!








The House will celebrate 


Imbolc 2008 


In


Reidsville again this year.


Come one and all on 


Feb. 2


BYOB.


Contact Sarah for directions.








